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October 2020

For all parents, staff and friends of St. Michael’s

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER

I

t has been a busy and fulfilling half term! The
children have coped admirably with the
necessary changes to our “Normal” St.
Michael’s lives - taking everything in their step.
Despite a shorter route for the procession, a
‘remote’ mass and a more stringent approach
to the afternoon party, St. Michael’s Day still
had joie de vivre. My thanks go to all teachers
who made this possible. The recordings are
available on the Whole School Google
Classroom in case you missed the event.
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I

am sorry to say farewell to two valued
members of staff this half-term. Mrs Kath
Chandler has been our SENDCo for 13 years
and has warmly supported, thoughtfully
challenged and gently coaxed children into
more positive learning experiences and styles.
She will be greatly missed and we wish her
well for her retirement. We are pleased to
welcome Mrs Natalie Byford who has met
with Mrs Chandler on several occasions to
ensure a thorough handover and has already
familiarised herself with the children whom
she will support. In addition, we say goodbye
this term to Mrs Louise Taylor, who has
worked at St. Michael’s for 6 years, supporting
the learning as a TA for many years
throughout the School and, latterly, as a
Nursery Nurse in Reception and Year 1. We
wish her well for the future.

W

hilst occasional access to the Library
has been the order of the day, Miss
Wheatley has been a ‘roaming’ Librarian,
visiting the children in their own classes. It has
been a delight to walk in on the library

sessions, seeing the children engaged in reading
activities led by Miss Wheatley.

O

ur Heads of Houses have colluded to
facilitate House Meetings. The first of these
occurred on Wednesday, virtually and was a great
success. The House Captains have also attended
Monday assemblies to hear the House Points
being read out and, accordingly, ensure that the
correct House Bear takes his seat in the House Cup
for the following week. Pupils have also collected
the House Points and engagement in Houses is
now occurring via the children’s own House
Google classroom!

B

uilding works will be taking place during halfterm. The Music Room (the former French
Room) will be restructured, and the first phase of
sound-proofing will be installed. Even before the
room is completed, Miss Tucker has been using the
room and it has been a positive to see Music given
its own space in the heart of the School. Work will
also start on the kitchen and existing utility room
and new ovens will be installed in anticipation of
hot dinners returning to St. Michael’s after 40
years!

D

espite the inevitable changes to School life for
all concerned, the positivity around the
School is evident throughout: seeing and hearing
children in class and in the playground, teachers
happy to be back in classrooms. It has been a good
return to school and I look forward to more of the
same after the half-term break.

I

wish you all a restful time and that you keep
safe. I look forward to
welcoming you at the gate
again in November!
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News Summary
SPORTS NEWS

O

n Wednesday 23rd September in
Year 5's Games lesson, in
conjunction
with
Active
Essex,
we kickstarted the new term with an
exciting and engaging event, celebrating
National Fitness Day with Essex Schools
'Skip Hop Hooray!'
Active Essex has worked in partnership
with ‘Skip Hop’ over the summer to design
a series of resources to create fun skipping
routines designed to challenge all ages and
abilities. The children watched the skills
demonstrated on a video and tried them
out on the playground before the heavens
opened!

W

e have also entered the virtual
Sports
Hall
Pentathlon
competition run through school sports

partnerships throughout the country. Each of
our Pre-Prep and Prep children are currently
taking part in the Standing Long Jump,
Shuttle Run, Speed Bounce, Chest Push and
Vertical Jump events.

S

unday 4 October was the date of the
London Marathon. Our Pre-Prep
and Prep children took part in the
Virgin Money Giving Mini London

Marathon during playtimes by
running, jogging or walking 2.6
miles between Monday, 28th
September and Friday,
9th
October. To celebrate their
achievements, all participants
will receive an
official Virgin
Money Giving Mini London
Marathon certificate.

#MiniLondon Marathon

St. Michael’s day

T

uesday, 29th September saw pupils and
staff celebrate St. Michael’s Day.

Despite the weather and the restrictions
due to Covid-19, we celebrated in style with
the children in Prep parading around the
school, cheered on by pupils in Pre-Prep
waving their banners. The parade was
followed by Mass, for Prep led by Father
David online.
Although we couldn't have the usual
outdoor parties in the afternoon, children
and staff took part in the community
singing, keeping within
their bubbles.
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News Summary
Harvest assembly

W

e would like to thank all our parents for their
generosity for our Harvest collection this year.
Although we were unable to celebrate together during
assembly, each Year group, from Nursery (who sang
while waiting) to Prep, delivered their contributions to
the Hall on Monday, 12th October. All the items were
then collected the following day for the Southend
Food Bank run by the Trussell Trust.
If you would like more information about your local
food bank, please click on the link below.
Southend Food Bank

these into the school curriculum wherever possible
with activities to reinforce further the importance of
eating a balanced diet of nutritious food.

School meals

W

e are looking forward to working with Harrisons
Catering Services in January 2021 to supply hot
meals for our pupils. Harrison Catering Services is an
independent, family-owned company founded in 1994.

The catering team will provide nutritious, balanced
meals, and will work to educate the pupils on how to
make healthier food choices. Their goal is to instil a
love and understanding of fresh, healthy food at a
young age that will influence them positively
throughout life.

Over 100 clients across the UK enjoy a Harrison food
service, with more than 100,000 meals being served each
day by approximately 2,000 staff across more than 270
locations.

The focus is on fresh food and they aim to maximise
access to fruit and vegetables by offering a choice of
cooked vegetables, salads, healthier
snacks and fresh fruit daily.

Their catering team will work closely with the school to
tailor menus to the tastes and preferences of the pupils.
They will introduce additional interest and excitement to
the menus through themed lunches, such as topical
events and cuisines from around the world. They will tie

www.harrisoncatering.co.uk
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House News

House Leaders

Inter-House Christmas Card Competition

O

nce again this year we have
invited all pupils to take part in
designing a Christmas card that will be
printed as the school Christmas card
sent by Mr Mobbs. We had over a
hundred entries and the quality of the
art work made the decision extremely
difficult. The House winners were:

The overall winner is Charlotte,
well done everyone.

Mr Forrest St. Cedd

Mrs Daye St .Helena

St. Cedd - Emily Year 5
St. Helena – Charlotte Year 5
St. Hilda – Felix Reception
Miss Saunders St. Edmund

St. Edmund – Josh Year 4

Mrs Lawler St. Hilda

STAFF NEWS

T

his term we sadly say goodbye to
the following staff: Mrs Alex Smith
sadly did not return to School after the
summer holidays, and both Mrs Louise
Taylor and Mrs Kath Chandler have
retired, the latter
after 13 years at St.
Michael’s
We wish them all the best for the
future, and hope that Mrs Chandler
enjoys her well-deserved retirement.

W

e are delighted to welcome
to St. Michael’s, Miss Sarah
Wheatley our new school Librarian
and Miss Natalie Byford our new
SENDco

C

ongratulations are in order
for two members of staff.
Firstly, to Miss
Saunders for
completing the
Virtual London
Marathon on
Sunday,
4th
October in a time of 5 hours 45
minutes. The money she has
raised is being donated to the
Alzheimer's Society.
Secondly, to Mrs
Hankey, one of
her paintings has
been selected
for this year’s
Society of
Women Artists
exhibition, normally held at The
Mall Galleries in London but this
year online. SWA

Meet The Teacher
Amanda Lawler
Hello, I’m Amanda, Head
of St Hilda House, School
Assessment Leader, Form
5 Tutor and Science
Teacher for Forms 2 - 6. I have lived in
the Borough of Southend for over 20
years, moving here from London to
bring up my two daughters in the fresh
air of the seaside. My girls are now
grown up and have flown the nest so if
I am not visiting them I spend my time
outside of school learning new skills,
reading a good book, getting my hands
dirty in the garden or under the bonnet of my very old Campervan that I
am slowly refurbishing. When I can, I
love to go travelling and am currently
working my way around all
the European cities...let’s
hope travel restrictions will
be lifted soon as I’ve a fair
few still to visit.

St. Michael’s School | 198 Hadleigh Road| Leigh on Sea| Essex |SS9 2LP | Tel: 01702 478719 | www.stmichaelsschool.com |email: office@stmichaelsschool.com

4

Dates For Your Diary

Notices

OCTOBER

ach week we choose a fruit or vegetable and as
an incentive your child will be rewarded with a
housepoint if it is included in their lunchbox. The
items for second half term are as listed below:

Week 8 & 9

E

Half Term

November
Instrumental lessons begin
Drama and Ballet lessons begin
Mon, 2nd November
Poppies available
Book Fair - all week
Year 5 Outdoor Education Day
Week 11
Mon, 9th November
Book Fair - all week
Wed, 11th November
11.00 a.m. Act of Remembrance
Week 10

Week 12
Anti-bullying week
Mon, 16th November
Odd Socks Day
Thurs, 19th November
Problem Outdoor Education Day

2nd November

Apricot

9th November

Fruit Salad

16th November

Apple

23rd November

Raisin

30th November

Satsuma

7th December

Kiwi

14th December

Celery

December
Week 15
Fri, 11th December

Flu immunisations (Reception–Year 6)

Week 16
Tue, 15th December
Wed, 16th December
Thurs, 17th December

SMSA Committee meeting
Non-Uniform Charity Day
12 noon End of Term

W

e would like to remind all our parents,
carers and grandparents that, for the
safety of your children and consideration of our
neighbours, not to park on the double yellow
lines around the school at collection and drop off,
particularly along Vernon Road.

Christmas holidays
Thursday, 17th December (12 noon) —
Tuesday, 5th January 2021
Lent Term begins:
Half-Term week:

Parking

Weds, 6th January 2021
Mon, 15th - Fri, 19th February 2021

When crossing the road with Ms Bowley, please
cross in front of her where she can see you
clearly.

School clubs

New website

A

fter months of hard work, we are delighted to
announce that our new school website will be going
live over the half term break.

T

Our website is designed predominantly to attract new
parents to St. Michael’s School and it now makes
navigation around the site a lot clearer with a more
contemporary look. Information for our current parents will
also be updated. We would like to say a huge thank you to
all the staff that have worked on the design and content
and, in particular, to our Governor Mrs Eloise Gibbons for
all her support on this project.

•

Workshop Drama F1-6 which is lunchtime
drama (formerly called Large Group Drama)

•

Musical Theatre Monday lunchtimes Forms 3
&4

•

Drama Club after school (formerly Small
Group Drama)

•

Ballet lunchtimes and after school
(Reception - Form 5)

•

Gymnastics lunchtime Forms 1-4

Please take a look, feedback is always welcome.
www.stmichaelsschool.com

he extra subjects that will be running
after half term are:
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D

Message From The Governors
ear Parents

Since taking over as Chair of
Governors from Jane Attwell in late
July, I have thoroughly enjoyed
spending more time in the School.
As part of the St Michael’s Day
celebrations, I was fortunate to be
one of those able to attend a short
service in the Chapel, followed by
the whole School procession. While
there, I overheard a discussion in
the office about the need to
quarantine a
birthday cake that

one pupil had brought in for
classmates. It highlighted the
strange times we are living in, and
how even the little pleasures of life
have been impacted by this virus. It
also
reinforced my admiration
for the way in which Mr Mobbs, the
SMT and staff have managed what
has been an unprecedented and
extremely
challenging situation
over
the
last
8
months.
Nevertheless, there are always
lessons to be learned, and I would

like to thank all those who
provided feedback as part of the
COVID-19 Questionnaire sent to
all parents, staff and Governors.
Your feedback is important to us
as it will help to highlight those
things that the School did well, as
well as identify those things that
can be improved as we move
forwards.
I would like to wish you all an
enjoyable half term break.
Mark Stennett

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

S

ocial media can be really addictive, and sites want to
keep users on their platforms for as long as possible.
The more people scroll and consume there, the more
money the social networks make from advertisers. Because of this, the platforms have invested heavily in designing themselves to be super addictive, persuading you
to stay with them online. Have you ever noticed that you
can seemingly scroll forever on Facebook or Instagram?
That’s because these platforms collect content from right
across the internet so they can keep giving you, or your
child, things to look at.

Click here for further information
Follow us on social media
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HOLIDAY CLUB
Dear Parents,
Energise Essex will be running a holiday club provision at St Michael’s School from Monday 19th October – Friday 23rd
October 2020 for St Michael’s parents only.
They will also have a provision at our site open to our pupils and outside pupils on Monday 26th October – Wednesday
28th October in a variety of specialist activities.
The school have worked with Energize Essex to ensure the highest level of safeguarding has been put into place with
regards to both normal procedures and Covid-19 guidelines and the company also ran successful holiday club
programmes over the summer.
The details are below:
Dates: Monday 19th October – Friday 23rd October 2020 (inclusive)
Any dates between Monday 26th – Wednesday 28th October should be booked through the website on the holiday
club page at www.energizeessex.co.uk under St Michael’s.
These specialist activities include Multi sports, Samba Drumming, Dance and Gymnastics with our specialist coaches.
Times: Drop off between 8.15-8.45am, pick up between 4.15-4.45pm.
◦ What the children will need to bring:
• Refillable water bottle
• Packed lunch with plenty of additional snacks (please ensure no nut products are given)
• A disposable pocket pack of tissues
• A rain mac or waterproof (in light rain, children will remain outside)
• A sun hat

◦ What the parent will need to bring: A pen to sign your child in and out, we won’t be supplying pens as these should
not be shared.
Age: Current years Reception to Year 6
Cost: £22 per day per child (this has been subsidised by the school to offer this rate)
Payment details:
Childcare vouchers: please email the below address for the relevant code.
Bank Details: BACS, Sort Code 40-42-27, Account No 02289172, Bank - HSBC (please use child’s name as reference)

Spaces are limited and will be given on a first come, first served basis.
We look forward to welcoming your child.
More details will follow with your booking confirmation.
Kind regards,
Selina Fox

ENERGIZE ESSEX LIMITED Website: www.energizeessex.co.uk Email: admin@energizeessex.co.uk Tel: 07891658794
Director: Selina Fox Energize Essex Ltd; a company registered in England and Wales 10695532
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The order forms for your Christmas cards have been sent home with
your child.
Please note that, the order forms need to be returned by
Monday, 2nd November.
Please do not send any money, the amount will be added to your
account.

RECEPTION NEW JOINERS

RW
MRS WILLIS

RS
MISS SAUNDERS
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