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I t seems very strange indeed 
writing this at the end of term 

when the School is quiet and so 
many of our exciting events have 
had to be    postponed.  
I hope that all of St. Michael’s pupils 
are safe and well and I know that 
they are being challenged and      
supported by their teachers           
remotely. It has been a learning 
curve for us all - teachers, pupils and 
parents and I am glad to know that 
there is a great deal of goodwill and 
understanding in these difficult 
times. 
Looking back a little in the term, I 
was pleased to welcome so many 
parents, existing and prospective, to 
the School for our Open Mornings. 
On Friday, 6th March, the children 
all had a workshop session with    
author, An Vrombaut (CBeebies   
series ‘64 Zoo Lane’) and on           
Saturday, 7th March St. Michael’s 
pupils took the opportunity to show 
their own parents around, making 
sure that they showed off our ex-
citing new Drama Studio, Library and 
the calm and peaceful Woodlands 
room.  
As we were so busy, the Y6 children 
who had offered to guide our visitors 
around were soon snowed under 
and children from Year 5, Year 4 and 
Year 3 stepped up. I encountered 
many of these tour guides in action 
and I was so impressed with their 
abilities to give an honest, open and                
enthusiastic account of their lives at 
St. Michael’s. Many House Points 
were earned! 

Despite the randomly clinking and 
clanking Saucepan Man on the gate, 
World Book Day was a great deal of 
fun with costumes ranging from 
Thing 1 to Matilda, from Harry Potter 
to the Worst Witch.  
Added to this, one of the many  
Book Week activities was a very    
special time when teachers went 
“Topsy Turvy” and changed classes 
to  read to a whole new set of chil-
dren. I was formally asked by letter 
(written by one of the Nursery chil-
dren), to read ‘Where’s my bear?’ I 
was thrilled to be asked...I think the    
children enjoyed it or at least 
‘beared with’ me. 
In these uncertain times, I wish you 
all a Happy Easter and hope to see 
you all safe, fit and well and back at 
the School gate as soon as we are 
able to reconvene. 
 
Take care of yourselves 
 
James Mobbs 
Headmaster 
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O n Wednesday, 4th of March, 
Year 6 played an SPSSA Net-

ball Tournament.  
The  first match was against 
Bournemouth Park  School which  
St. Michael’s won 4-2. The next 
match was against Bournes Green, 
the team played with great attack 
and again won 3-0. 
St. Michael’s next match was 
against Friars with a well planned 
defence and they drew 3-3.  
The team successfully got into the 
Super 8s. 
After a well-earned break the  
next games were against the    
winners and runners up from the  
other groups.  
The next matches saw the girls   

losing to Thorpe Hall, drawing 
against Temple Sutton and losing 
to Chalkwell Park School. 
We would like to thank Mrs Best, 
Mrs Bowley, Miss Phillips and all 
the parents who went along to 
support the team. 

 
 
 

News Summary 

F orm 5 brought their English 

lessons to life  by combining 

their instruction writing task with 

a cookery lesson.  

Before writing their own          

instructions, children followed a 

recipe to make ‘Rice Krispie 

treats’. The children considered 

the effective language in the    

recipe and applied this to their 

own writing.  

Florence Nightingale to practise 

their bandaging skills. The children    

thoroughly enjoyed the day and 

were role-models for our School.    

Y ear 2 enjoyed a fantastic day at 

the Kent  Life  Museum on 

Thursday, 12th March.  Dressed   

authentically as Victorian ladies, 

gentlemen and  children, Year Two 

experienced   various elements of 

Victorian life first hand to enrich 

their History    curriculum learning. 

Children experienced life as a     

scullery maid, the  limited shopping                      

opportunities, the strict regime of 

discipline in a Victorian classroom, 

the  ruthless and dangerous         

conditions of employment in a 

workhouse, before resourcefully 

making rugs from old rags using a 

'bodger' and finally meeting         

YEAR 2 VISIT TO KENT LIFE MUSEUM 

SPORTS NEWS 

FORM 5 ENGLISH 
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W e are delighted that the Inter

– House Games  programme 

was completed before we closed. The  

children all participated                    

enthusiastically, skillfully, and with 

good  sportsmanship. The results 

were   extremely close but the 

summary of winners is as follows: 

Tag Rugby:  St. Hilda 

Hockey:  St. Helena 

Netball:  St. Hilda 

Football:  St. Helena 

OVERALL WINNERS: St. Helena 
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DT House Challenge  

O n Friday 14th February the 
pupils from Reception to 

Year 6 took part in the first ever 
St. Michael’s School Inter-House 
DT Challenge. 
From 10.30a.m until lunchtime 
the children worked on designing 
and making their competition  
entries.  
There were two challenges for 
Early Years, Pre-Prep, Lower Prep 
and Upper Prep and they worked 
to create and design the following: 
-A buggy to  transport an            
unbroken egg the furthest down a 
ramp and continuing along the 
playground.   
- A set of ‘cat walk’ clothes from 
recycled materials for a Year 6 boy 
and girl in each house.  
The fashion show and buggy     
challenge took place in the        

afternoon with all competitors 
earning rewards for their house as 
well as the winners for each 
house.  
 

 

House point totals for the  
Lent Term 

St Edmund 6365 with interhouse 
6555 
St Hilda 6973 with interhouse 
7283 
St Helena 7062 with interhouse 

7322 
St Cedd 6210 with interhouse 
6440 
 
Well done St Helena 

House News 

STAFF NEWS 
W e had to say a speedy and 

sad        farewell to     Mon-

sieur Domenech two weeks ago. 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, M. 

Domenech had to leave us sooner 

than expected so that he could  

return to France in order to care for 

his mother before the border     

controls came into force. 

We are delighted to report that he 

and his partner   managed to arrive 

safe and sound, just 

in the nick of time. 

We wish them all 

the best for the  

future. 

F rench lessons will not take 

place until the Trinity term 

when we will welcome Mrs       

Jennifer O'Brien to our staff.  

In addition to French for the 

whole school, Mrs O’Brien will be 

teaching Spanish to Years 3-6. 

 

 

Meet The Teacher  

Andrew Forrest 
Andrew is our Head of 
Maths and a Form 2 
class teacher.  Husband 
(to a former pupil) and father (2        
current pupils and one future pupil) 
is well connected to the school. 
The majority of time outside of work 
is spent with the family. Andrew 
enjoys maintaining a healthy life-
style through running, swimming, 
cycling and playing football 
(previously completing half mara-
thons, the London Marathon and 
triathlons).   
He also enjoys socialising, family        
holidays and a spot of gardening.  

Mr Forrest -

St. Cedd 

Mrs Daye -

St .Helena 

Miss Saunders - 

St. Edmund 

Mrs Lawler - 

St. Hilda 

House Leaders 
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w e encourage all parents to include at 

least one piece of fruit or vegetable 

into their child’s lunchbox.   

Each week we choose a fruit or vegetable  and 

as an incentive your child will be rewarded 

with a housepoint if included in their lunchbox. 

The items for this half term are as listed below: 

20th April Celery 

27th April Banana 

4th May Orange  

11th May  Melon 

18th May Strawberry 

 Notices Dates For Your Diary 
The parents of our Head Boy 
and Girl, along with Year 6 
parents are working diligently 
to organise this year’s Year 6 
Summer Meal.  
When the tradition of the Year 
6 meal started, it was as a re-
sult of the parents wanting to 
thank the staff for playing 
their part in their    children’s 
education and to celebrate 
their time at St. Michael’s. As 
the years have gone on, it has 
become increasingly difficult 
for the teachers to attend the 
event due to lunchtime com-
mitments and time restraints. 
We realised that it has also 
been difficult for work-
ing parents to attend too, so 
we are feeling positive that 
this year, the Year 6 meal can 
truly be open to all. There is 
also the added bonus of not 
having to pick your children 

D ear Parents 

I can hardly believe the       

circumstances in which we      

currently find ourselves; these 

are seriously worrying times for 

all. Since the beginning of this 

crisis I have been deeply          

impressed by the huge efforts 

that Mr Mobbs, the Senior     

Management Team, teaching 

staff and admin personnel have 

been  making to ensure that the 

up halfway through the   after-
noon! 
The Arlington Ballroom has 
been chosen as this year’s   
venue, as it seems fitting that 
the start of a new decade 
should be marked with an Art 
Deco 20s style venue and 
what’s more, St. Michael’s was 
also founded in the 1920s.  It 
also means that following the 
event, there are lots of other 
venues nearby to continue the 
fun should you wish to! 
All the invitations were sent 
home with your child before 
we closed, and we sincerely 
hope that you will join us for 
what promises to be a           
fantastic evening. 
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Message From The Governors 
immediate and long term future 

of our School    remain intact 

and undiminished by this       

pandemic. 

I urge you to have faith in the 

difficult decisions which are    

being made and rest assured 

that the Governing Body in            

conjunction with the SMT are 

exploring every avenue to   

maintain our high standards of 

educational provision in line with 

our Christian ethos. I have     

complete confidence in Mr 

Mobbs and his team. 

You are all in my thoughts at this 

difficult time and I wish you 

health and hope that the       

challenges facing us all will soon 

are a distant and unpleasant 

memory. 

With very best wishes 

for a   peaceful Easter 

Jane Attwell 
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T he Church is a family of    

people not a building. Whilst 

our doors are not freely open for 

public worship in the normal way, 

we are not ceasing our daily    

ministry of prayer worship and 

most critically at this time         

pastoral care in this parish. Our 

prayer and worship cycle will   

continue in a “non-public” way as 

advertised. If you wish to assist in 

making our objectives so, please 

contact Fr. David on : 

vicar@saintmargaretsleigh.org  

07768687605  

All material for you to enjoy a 

“virtual Service” in you own home 

can be found by clicking  

https://saintmargaretsleigh.org/

your-virtual-service/     

News From St. Margaret’s 
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NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/  

O nline safety in 

schools is of           

paramount importance. As 

the online world evolves, 

so do both the online risks 

facing our children. Parents 

and carers are  the  first 

line of defence in keeping 

children safe online. Online 

risks do not start and stop 

at the school gates and  

encouraging and             

supporting parents to    

become involved in their 

child’s online safety at 

home will ensure they are 

receiving the most      

complete protection they 

possibly can.  

As parents you can visit 

the National Online safety 

website where you will 

find information social 

media platforms, online 

danger, what the risks are 

around each danger,    

potential signs and what 

parents, carers and    

trusted adults can do to 

help ensure their children 

stay safe online. 

You can sign up to the      

National Online safety    

website and receive weekly 

guides similar to those 

above. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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I  am sure that you are looking 

forward to the Easter break 

and taking the opportunity to 

having a rest. 

I would like to share again with 

you a list of online resources 

and websites which were sent 

out previously. 

Recommended Online  
Resources/Websites 
http://
www.primaryresources.co.uk/  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/  
https://www.tes.com/teaching-
resources  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
https://whiterosemaths.com/  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/  
http://
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/  
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  
https://app.century.tech/login/ 
(children have their own login 
through Google) 
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/ 
(children have their own login) 
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/  
https://blockly.games  
https://thekidshouldseethis.com  
https://www.literacyshed.com/
home.html  
https://nrich.maths.org/primary  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
forkids/  
https://en.e-learningforkids.org/
math/  

https://
classroommagazines.scholastic.com/
support/learnathome.html  
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/ 
 
Verbal Reasoning videos - https://
www.11plus.co.uk/vr-type-19-
generator/  
(videos can also be found on YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tn_j9iDU51A ). 
 

Mrs Kipps has also appreciated  
receiving your photographs to 
share on our social media-please 
continue to send them in to:  
marketing@stmichaelsschool.com 

H A P P Y  E A S T E R  
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