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t the end of such an unusual
term, I would like to start by
saying a word of thanks to:

All children for coping so well at
home, being away from their
friends and teachers and still
producing superb work.
Parents for supporting your
children’s learning at home.
Teaching staff for doing an incredible job, learning and
developing IT skills to enable
superb online learning in
addition to supervising children
at school.
All our staff who have been in
school ensuring that we run
smoothly: in the office, in the
bubbles and everyone who has
ensured that strict hygiene
measures are upheld before,
during and after the school day.

In years to come, when we talk of bubbles, social distancing, effective handwashing and shielding it will mark us
out as having soldiered on through the
pandemic. Whilst we have not been
together as a School in the real
physical sense, the hat-throwing
extravaganza, our VE Celebrations,
Dickens Day and the Virtual Athletics
competition have helped to retain the
bond of ‘togetherness’ as well as the
live PSHE sessions, Year 6 Thanksgiving
and many assemblies; did you get a
virtual handshake?!

In addition to the extensive academic
work that the children have excelled
in, we have seen evidence of
fabulous artwork and creativity in the
online Art and Digital Virtual Art
Galleries.
With the rainbows still shimmering
around the School and our wonderful
new flag fluttering in the breeze, we
continue to acknowledge the
amazing achievement of our NHS and
everyone pulling together; we will
never forget these times.
I would like to pay tribute to our Year
6 at this point. For them it has been
an especially hard time, coming to
the end of their time as a St.
Michael’s pupil and getting ready for
their next stage of education. It has
been a joy to be able to have them
return to School; working hard and
enjoying the opportunity to spend
time together. In the furnace of
learning that is St. Michael’s, new
friendships have been cast, old
friendships burnished, all of the time
never forgetting those who have
been unable to return. As a cohort of
children, they have a strong bond
and I sincerely hope that they
maintain this bond, forged at St.
Michael’s, to help give them strength
for their future that lies ahead. I wish
them all the very best as I do to all of
our dedicated staff who are moving
onto pastures new.
I wish you all the happiest and safest
holidays and look forward to
seeing you in September,
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News Summary
SPORTS NEWS

D

uring the week commencing 22nd June, Nursery
and Reception held their
Sports’ Days.
Reception headed over to the
garden to complete their Sports’
Day while Nursery held theirs in
the Netball playground. Although
both days were hot they didn't let
the warm heat slow them down
and completed their races with
great sportsmanship. The children
all had a fantastic morning and
participated in 4 events. A
running race, a bean bag race, an
obstacle course and not forgetting
the children’s favourite egg and
spoon race. The children cheered

each other on and were all
awarded stickers and certificates.
Sadly, there was no parents race
this year.
Well done to all our children.

LOCKDOWN ART

W

MY FIRST RIDDLE

e are delighted to announce the launch of our Art Lockdown
Website, featuring the work of Mrs Hankey’s Art and DT classes
from the past term.

Please have a look at some of the wonderful work the pupils have been
creating through online learning. There are separate pages for each year
group and we are hoping to keep the site updated as we move towards the
end of term. Here is just a sample of their amazing work.

15 children in Reception have had their
riddles published in 'My First Riddle' by
Young Writers Creative Stars. Well
done to them all. There will be a copy in
our school Library for anyone who
would like to read their riddles, when
the Library re-opens.

https://sites.google.com/stmichaelsschool.co.uk/lockdown-art-gallery
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News Summary
Dickens day

Speaking and listening

O

E

n 9th June, the
children of St.
Michael's School
worked
together
to
commemorate the life and
work of Charles Dickens.
The work focused on three
different texts: A Christmas
Carol for Pre-Prep, Oliver Twist for Forms 3 and 4
and Great Expectations for Forms 5 and 6. The
children completed a range of cross curricular
activities based on each text and were invited to
dress in Victorian clothes at home to really get
into the mood of the day. The children created
a wonderful array of work and the day certainly
helped to spark interest in Dickens and his work.

ven in lockdown the show
goes on.
Years 2 to 5 have spent the
Trinity term in their Speaking and
Listening classes entertaining Mrs
Thomas and their audiences at home
with performed readings that she set
for them to family or “friends”.

V.E Day Celebrations

O

n Thursday 7th May the whole St. Michael's community
remembered and celebrated the 75th anniversary of VE Day. This
was in support of the nationwide celebration on Friday 8th May
(a public Bank Holiday).

Despite the lockdown restrictions, the St Michael's community came
together remotely to remember this key event in history. The children were
encouraged to work at home wearing red, white and blue clothes; the day
was declared an “off timetable day” and an intranet site prepared by the
teachers provided VE Day themed activities for the children; the 'passing
the hat' video was premiered which included a special message from the
staff and a VE day assembly was available for the children to watch.

FLYING THE FLAG
Wednesday 8th July saw us raise a
new flag celebrating the NHS and
keyworkers in the community. The
winning design, by Toby in Year 1,
was chosen by Mrs Jane Attwell, our
Chair of Governors.

Pictures of the children participating in the day were
shared by the parents. There was a real sense of
community through the event where great fun
and
enjoyment was had by all!
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House News
St. Cedd Assembly

P

rior to the halting of assemblies and the school's closure,
St Cedd House were gearing
up for their House Assembly. Within
the assembly the children were going
to showcase a piece of collaborative
artwork that illustrates how well they
could work together. Although not
quite completed, it seems such a
shame not to share this fantastic
collage. To create this collage of the
house’s namesake, St Cedd, each
member of the house was given the
responsibility to colour their own section of the image. Using whichever
medium they preferred, be it pen,
pencil,
crayon or paint; sections
were decorated before compiling all

the pieces. Just like each member
of St Cedd House, each piece is
totally unique but when brought
together they form something
beautiful.

Mr Forrest St. Cedd

Miss Saunders St. Edmund

Mrs Daye St .Helena

Mrs Lawler St. Hilda

STAFF NEWS

T

his term we sadly say
goodbye to the following
staff - Miss Alison Hills, Mrs
Alice
Adkins,
Mrs
Ros
Franceschi, Mrs Julia Frampton
and Mrs Teresa Farrington.

Meet The Teacher
Leanne Saunders

We wish them all the best for
the future.

W

House Leaders

e are delighted to welcome Mrs Carla Barrett as our
new Admin Assistant in the office from September.

Miss Leigh Archer will be moving to the Finance department,
and Mrs Jayne Manley will take on the role as Housekeeper,
alongside Trudy .

Leanne is our Head of St
Edmund House and a
Reception Class Teacher. She has
always had a close family connection
with St Michael’s, through being a former pupil and St Edmund House Captain, as well as her Father, Grandfather
and Grandmother working there and
Great Grandfather helping to build the
second floor of the school building,
with much of his woodwork in the
Chapel. Leanne enjoys taking on a new
challenge and is currently training to
run the London Marathon to raise
money for Alzheimer's Research UK.
When she’s not running, she can be
found on stage as part of a local amateur and dramatics society.
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Dates For Your Diary

E

ach week we choose a fruit or vegetable and as
an incentive your child will be rewarded with a
housepoint if included in their lunchbox. The items
for this half term are as listed below:

SEPTEMBER
Week 1
Tuesday, 1st
Wednesday, 2nd
Thursday, 3rd
Friday, 4th

11+ Summer School
11+ Summer School
11+ Summer School
11+ Summer School

Week 2
Monday, 7th

Term begins (Reception to Form 6)

Week 3

Nursery pupils start
Parents’ Evenings will take place this week
(Reception to Year 6)
Outdoor Education Day - Form 5
SMSA Committee Meeting
CSSE 11+ Selection Tests

Tuesday, 15th
Saturday, 19th

7th September

Orange

14th September

Melon

21st September

Strawberry

5th October

Carrot

12th October

Blueberry

M

rs Estava would appreciate any donations of
small toy cars, Barbie dolls and small crocs
for the Nursery-many thanks in advance.

Week 4
Friday, 25th

Notices

Literacy meeting for Nursery and Reception
parents

Week 5
Tuesday, 29th
Wednesday, 30th

St. Michael’s Day Celebrations
9.00 a.m. Procession
1.30 p.m. Children’s parties
Outdoor Education Day Form 3

A

OCTOBER

plea on behalf of the Art and
DT departments - could all the
Prep Art books be brought back to
school in the Michaelmas term so
that pupils can continue to use them
next year.

Week 6
Tuesday, 6th
Thursday, 8th
Friday, 9th

SMSA Annual General meeting
Individual / Family School Photographs
Meeting for Form 6 parents re:
French visit 3.00 p.m.

Week 7
Tuesday, 13th
Wednesday, 14th

Outdoor Education Day Form 4
CSSE results sent to parents by post

J

Week 8
Wednesday, 21st

ohn Lewis are having difficulties with the supply
of schools boaters and felt hats. They are doing
everything they can to ensure that stocks are
replenished as soon as possible.

Harvest Assembly

HALF TERM

(Monday 19th October—Friday, 30th October )

A

Message From The Governors

s the academic year comes to
an end it is a good time to reflect, not only on your children’s
progress but how we as a school and
community have progressed.
What a year it has been. Leadership
under Mr Mobbs has been strong;
the Governing Body have fully

supported his strategic planning,
innovative thinking and determination to make necessary changes
which will successfully lead us as
we head towards our centenary.
To settle into a Headship is not
easy, but to then add a global
pandemic into the mix is quite

unimaginable. I am proud and
grateful for what Mr Mobbs and
the entire Staff have achieved in
the past four months. We have all
had to adapt and make major alterations to our daily lives; at
School we have had to make
changes on a daily basis regarding
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the safety, care and education of
your children. Of course we have
no idea what the future holds;
but I know at St Michael’s that
the Governing Body in conjunction with the Senior Management
Team will ensure that we will
have the necessary arrangements
in place should a similar event
occur in the future.
As the Trinity Term comes to an
end, I have been very aware that
something is missing. It is the

number of wonderful events
which traditionally happen at this
time of year; I have missed the
celebrations which showcase so
well the efforts of our staff to add
enrichment to your children’s
education; the musical showcase,
the drama, the sports and
Thanksgiving as we know it, to
name but a few. To those pupils
who are leaving, I wish you much
happiness in your secondary
schools; to the parents on the

SMSA who are leaving, I thank
you for your hard work and I will
miss the friendship I have found
with many of you.
I wish you all a restful summer
holiday, I am sure all need a
break and I hope that you stay
safe and healthy over the
summer. I look forward to seeing
you all again in September.
Jane Attwell

News From St. Margaret’s

S

t. Margaret’s – Summer School
It is with great regret that we
have decided to cancel this year’s
Summer School in late August.
So many of the things that make it so
enjoyable including our group games,
singing, food, mixed-aged teaching and
mentoring and well as participation of
families at key points of the week,
we would not be able to include

because of the Covid-19 risk
assessment. Added to this so
many of our children, teachers and
helpers are part of multigenerational families which in normal
times makes it a joy but at the moment creates further risk. We sincerely hope that we are able to
reinstate our fun and messy summer school next year. Please stay

in touch and every blessing and wish
for a safe and enjoyable summer
holiday to you all.

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY

A

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

t a time when many of us are using the internet
much more frequently, it’s hugely important we
help our children to understand what they
should and shouldn’t be sharing online.
Coronavirus scams are on the rise and fraudsters will
look to access personal details in order to commit
identity theft, bank fraud and damage individual’s online
reputation.
That’s why we’ve created this useful guide to help
parents and carers understand exactly what they can do
to help protect their children’s personal data online.

Follow us on social media
Click here for further information
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Dear Parents,
Further to our Edulink message sent out to parents on the 7th July, Energise Essex will be running a holiday club
provision at St Michael’s School from Monday 20th July – Friday 31st July 2020 for St Michael’s parents only. The school
have worked with Energize Essex to ensure the highest level of safeguarding has been put into place with regards to
both normal procedures and Covid-19 guidelines.
Our sole aim is to ensure your children are able to enjoy their school holiday during this epidemic whilst keeping safe,
enjoying the outdoors and keeping active.
The details are below:
Dates:
• Monday 20th July – Friday 24th July 2020 (inclusive)
• Monday 27th July – Friday 31st July 2020 (inclusive)

Click here for further information

Times:
• Drop off anytime between 7.45-8.15am, pick up anytime between 4.15-4.45pm.
What the children will need to bring:
• Refillable water bottle
• Packed lunch with plenty of additional snacks (please ensure no nut products are given)
• Antibacterial hand gel or antibacterial hand wipes
• A disposable pocket pack of tissues
• A rain mac or waterproof (in light rain, children will remain outside)
• A sun hat
What the parent will need to bring: A pen to sign your child in and out, we won’t be supplying pens as these shouldn’t
be shared.
Age: Current years Reception to Year 6
Cost: £20 per day per child (this has been subsidised by the school to offer this rate)
Payment details:
Childcare vouchers: please email the above address for the relevant code.
Bank Details: BACS:
40-42-27
02289172
HSBC
(use child’s name as reference) ENERGIZE ESSEX LIMITED Website: www.energizeessex.co.uk Email: admin@energizeessex.co.uk Telephone: 07891658794 Director: Selina Fox
Energize Essex Ltd; a company registered in England and Wales 10695532
We look forward to welcoming your child and to ensuring their summer is fun filled in these uncertain times.
More details will follow with your booking confirmation.
Kind regards,
Selina Fox
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