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For all parents, staff and friends of St Michael’s  

St Michael’s Church of England Preparatory School 

 

...and we’re back and there has been a great deal 
to keep us busy already! There have been many 
highlights but, for me and I suspect for a great 
deal of the St. Michael’s community, to be able 
to celebrate St Michael's Day in traditional style 
with parade, Mass, street party for the children, 
Evensong and special supper to name but a few 
elements.  There were additions this year; a full 
roast lunch for the children and a cream tea. The 
latter addition was a fulfilment of a promise for 
the 2019/2020 leavers, whose end of academic 
year celebrations were curtailed by the 
pandemic. It was a real delight to see the year 
group again and their excitement being together 
was palpable as was their wish to have a look at 
the School. They needed guidance though as 
some corridors and walls have moved since they 
were last here! As they were with us, it seemed 
opportune to officially reveal their leaving gift to 
the School, which is the furnishing and planting 
of the area to the left of the library, to be known 
as the Tranquility Corner. The concept of this 
space, designed and actioned by Mrs Sayer, is to 
provide an area where children might wish to 
read or spend quiet time with their friends away 
from the hubbub of breaktime. 
 
We are sorry to say goodbye to 
Louise Phillips as Chair of the 
SMSA, who has mustered 
tremendous support from a 
willing and incredibly supportive 
team of parents over her years 
in the role. There is now an official blue plaque, 
in true English Heritage style, recording the 
superb efforts of the SMSA in relation to the 
Library refurbishment. I make a point of singing 
the praises of the SMSA on every prospective 
parent tour and this list is impressive; it 
encompasses what they have given back to the 
School in terms of physical projects, those to 
enhance the lives of the children educationally 
and for fun, and projects to continue to develop 
the sense of community. It was good to welcome 
new parents to the committee during October’s 
meeting and I would encourage those able to 
give of their time. As a swansong to her 

leadership, Mrs Philips, ably supported by her   
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excellent team including the new Co-Chairs of the 
Committee, Mr Wright and Mrs Foy organised the 
Fun Day. The numbers of parents supporting this 
event was profound  and we were excited to be able 
to utilise our green area  - to be known now as 
‘Saunders’ Meadow’ - together with the netball play-
ground. Chef Steve and Sous Chef Linda were a com-
bined triumph on the BBQ, the sun shone, there 
were ducks to hook, nails and faces to paint and, all 
in all, a great day was had. Another step forward in 
our return to normal.  
 
Children who had their birthdays in September were 
invited by Mrs Mobbs and I to the very first Birthday 
Breakfast, held in my office. Many sausages, crois-
sants, pieces of fruit, yoghurts and fruit juices later 
resulted in happy children able to celebrate their 
special day all together.  
 
Being able to welcome parents back into assemblies 
on a Friday has been a plus and it was good to start 
this ball rolling once again with Year 6 parents 
attending the announcement of the Positions of Re-
sponsibility. Parents being able to gather together in 
the Chapel for refreshments has also been a positive 

in addition to welcoming back the second hand 
uniform shop, to be held on the first Friday of eve-
ry month. 
  
Open Week -  an initiative by Mrs Pearce - was a 
roaring success. I am well-used to showing parents 
- both prospective and existing - around the 
School. Many people express that we are like a 

TARDIS and are impressed by the dedicated special-
ist subject classrooms, together with the enthusiastic 
specialist teachers passionate about their subjects 
and the positivity and energy that the children radi-
ate about the school and their learning speaks vol-
umes. We had 16 tours booked by the Tuesday be-
fore...and phone calls coming in thick and fast... 
  
I wish you all a restful half term and I look forward to 
welcoming everyone back for ‘round 2’ in  
November!               Mr Mobbs 

Headmaster 

As we go to press we have heard the dreadful news 
about Sir David Amess—our thoughts are with is fam-
ily and we will be saying prayers for them all. 

MESSAGE FROM  

THE HEADMASTER 

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsschool.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelsleighonsea/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvqu6r14_34SkvxwIShEEmQ/
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVENORS 

         

Dear Parents, 

The Michaelmas Term, with the St Michael’s Day procession, Mass in the playground and party in 

the afternoon, heralded the beginning of Autumn.  This year, it was also great to be able to 

resume our tradition of joining with other Governors, teachers and parents in a brief Evensong in 

the Chapel, followed by a delicious meal in the Hall, prepared by our in-house catering team from 

Harrisons. 

However, the start of a new term has also marked the end of an era, with Mrs Jane Attwell 

deciding to step down from the Governing Body to free up more time for the growing demands of 

family life.  Jane has been associated with the school for almost 60 years, having served it with 

distinction in a variety of roles, ranging from Head Girl to Chair of Governors.  The School 

flourished during her 5 years as Chair, with sound foundations set for continued success in the 

future.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for everything that she has done for the 

School, and hope that we will still be able to welcome her as a “Friend of St Michael’s” at various 

events going forward.   

Separately, I look forward to welcoming Mr Fraser MacLeod to the Governing Body as a St 

Margaret’s appointed Governor. Fraser is a Project and Programme Management professional, 

who has previous experience as a Governor at a school in Billericay, and who brings with him a 

welcome expertise in technology. Fraser will join the Finance and Buildings committees. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Louise Phillips who is stepping down as 

Chair of the SMSA, having served on the Committee for 7 years, including the last 3 as Chair.  I 

know from past experience of running the odd school disco myself, and from living in a house full 

of Mothering Sunday gifts, how much time and effort is involved in organising the wide variety of 

fundraising and social events put on by the SMSA. I also know from my time as a Governor how 

important the SMSA is in strengthening links between home and school and bringing staff, 

parents and friends together socially in support of the school. 

I would like to wish you all an enjoyable half term break. 

Mr Mark Stennett 

Chair of Governors 
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ST MICHAEL’S DAY 

 
A glorious sunny day accompanied one of the School’s most treasured traditions, the celebration of St 
Michael’s Day. A day full of so many different activities commencing with the procession for all the 
parents to see, returning back to school for outside Mass ….. 
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ST MICHAEL’S DAY 

…..followed by Afternoon Tea…. 
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ST MICHAEL’S DAY 

…..the traditional hymns in the Chapel Playground... 

….Afternoon Tea for past leavers now in Year 

8, and finally Evensong! 



6 

 

Thank you to everyone that took part in the Summer Read-

ing Challenge and the inter-house competition. The house 

with the most participants were: 

1st place– St Cedd 

 2nd place– St Hilda 

3rd– St Edmund 

4th– St Helena 

 

A NOTE FROM NURSE AMY - COVID update 

As the half-term holiday approaches and the winter season is soon to be upon us, I wanted to 

highlight that as per previous communication, we have had some positive cases of Covid in the 

school environment.  

Please can I remind you to follow the previous advice provided by the Dept. of Education. If you 

consider your child or yourself to have been in close contact with a positive case of Covid please 

can I kindly request that a PCR test is undertaken. Please remember that a PCR test needs to be 

requested via the Government website in comparison to the lateral flow tests which are readily 

available for home testing.  

Lateral flow tests are only intended to be used for those who are asymptomatic. If a positive result is obtained 

via a lateral flow test this should be followed-up with a PCR test. Any child in school who appears unwell with a 

cough, high temperature or loss of taste/smell, even if a mild symptom, will be requested to have a PCR test.  

I wish you a lovely break with your family and friends. 

Miss Saunders also completed her second London marathon this 
term and has now raised £6000 for Alzheimer’s Research UK - a 

huge well done from all of us here at St Michael’s!  

ODD SHOES DAY TUESDAY -  AFGHAN CRISIS APPEAL 

A great way to have fun and help the Afghan Crisis Appeal that Charlotte in Year 6 wanted to raise awareness 

and donations for. She contacted Mr Mobbs in the summer holidays to ask if an event could be held and the 

Odd Shoe Day was created. Well done, Charlotte! 

READING CHALLENGE- MISS SAUNDERS 
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Leigh Art Trail 2021 

The School received fantastic feedback from 
the organisers of the Leigh Art Trail regard-
ing the artwork submitted by our pupils.  

In the words of Jade, one of the organisers 
of the trail, “the wire hands were 'the star of 
the show' with Sir David Amess selecting one 
for a special award.”  

We also had a winner in Year 3, a runner up/ 
highly commended in Year 2 and one of our 
Year 6 leaver’s Yoadey's self portrait came 
second in the whole competition!   

We are so very proud of the excellent work 
all our pupils completed, and goes to show 
the huge talent we have in the school. 

Artwork Sales Raises £150 for GOSH 

On another arty note, Amelia (Year 6) 

and her older sister Jessica made the 

most of their summer holidays by pro-

ducing various artwork for Great Or-

mond Street. Well done both of you for 

turning your talent into over £150 for 
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Mrs Hankey’s Half Term Art Competition!! 

We need your help to design a new welcome sign at the side 

entrance of our school. Watch the video on Google Classroom 

for full instructions. Please complete your designs on A4 paper, 

don't forget to put your name and your form on the back. 

Hand in your designs to Mrs Robinson or Mrs Barrett on the 

first day back after half term.  
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The Tranquility Garden — Mrs Sayer 

Whilst it was some time ago that we said ‘Goodbye’ to the Year 6 leavers from 6S and 6W 
(July 2020), it was lovely to welcome them back recently for the afternoon tea (Page 5) 
that they were originally unable to attend due to Covid restrictions.  Unbelievably, they 
are already in Year 8 and are clearly growing on a daily basis!   
 
 
 
The 2019/20 Year 6 parents and pupils were still keen to present the school with a gift to show their ap-
preciation for the years that they had spent at St Michael’s. So, it is with great pleasure that I can officially 
present ‘the Tranquility Corner’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This new area, which is behind the library, is a quiet place to sit and read, talk to friends and relax.  It 
marks the difficult times that have been faced during the Covid pandemic but  more importantly it pro-
motes well-being and it is hoped that it will benefit many future generations at St Michael’s. It has already 
been in use this week and has received a very positive response from the children who have enjoyed some 
‘time out’ to sit quietly and relax.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very grateful to this wonderful addition to the school and have an official 
plaque on the library wall next to the Garden to commemorate it. 
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           Music News—Miss Tucker 

 
Congratulations to the 16 Form 5 pupils who participated in our first live Informal Con-

cert for two years!  The children arrived in the Chapel excited and with a few 
nerves.  For the next 50 minutes the audience were entertained with an array of musi-

cal talent.  All of the children should be proud of their performances.   
Well done, Year 5! 
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  SPORTS NEWS  - Rugby Competition, Written by Lewis & Hari (6S)  

On Wednesday 13th October, St Michael’s School Tag Rugby team took part in the SPSSA Borough Tag Rugby Champi-
onships at Southend Rugby Club. The team included: William(C), Lewis , Hari, Jackson, Harry, William(S), Dylan, Grace, 
Josh, Roman, Zia and Emily.  
 
We were all a little nervous as it has been so long since we’ve been to a competition as a School, due to Covid. Our 
adrenaline was high and we all enjoyed travelling as a team, discussing what was ahead on the minibus. We arrived at 
the pitches where there were 168 children representing their schools.  The sun was shining and it was a perfect day to 
play Tag Rugby. 
 
The first game was a little hard, we were new to playing as a team together, but we definitely progressed as the match-
es went on.  The results in the first round were as follows:  St Michael’s (5) vs Fairways (8) / St Michael’s (5) vs 
Thorpedene (5) / St Michael’s (3) vs Earls Hall (1). 
 
This ensured we gained a spot in the Super 10s competition in the afternoon which would determine the Borough 
Champions as well as those representing Southend in the Essex Finals. Our results put us into 9th place going into the 
final stages. The results were as follows: St Michael’s (2) vs Prince Avenue (3) / St Michael’s (3) vs Greenways (4) / St 
Michael’s (5) vs Chalkwell (5) / St Michael’s (3) vs Thorpedene (3). 
 
The team had some magnificent tries and we all worked together well in the Super 10s. Overall we were placed 7th in 
the Southend Borough. 
 
We progressed in our tagging abilities and learnt some of the rules in more depth. We also had targets to work on in 
our performances after the initial rounds which we all managed to do.  
 
The team enjoyed learning, progressing and playing Tag Rugby and even enjoyed sharing our St Michael’s chant from 
the cheer team.  We also sat with Miss Fox and analysed the other teams when we were not playing to help us identify 
their key strengths and how we would defend their players.  
 
We stayed to watch the final which was between West Leigh and Greenways. Fairways and Chalkwell made the 3rd, 
4th playoff.  The final went through to extra time and a golden try.  
 
West Leigh who have won every year since 2008 won against Greenways 10-9.   
 
We are determined to come away next time higher up the table and we have lots of confidence that we will! 
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  Cultural Day – Mrs Matthews 

 

Mr Mobbs received the following email from Ted (Year 4):   

Dear Mr Mobbs,  

I would like this year to be one of our biggest Harvest Festivals. So many more people are hungry because of the short-

age of lorry drivers. Without enough drivers many shelves are empty. There is a shortage of Haribo sweets! It’s not just 

Haribo, it’s fruit, petrol and much more. The shortage of drivers have been caused by Brexit, COVID and some drivers 

are retiring and nobody is trained to fill their job. If the supply chain is broken, everything is affected. And, that means 

that food is short of stock. So, I want to make this Harvest Festival the biggest ever to help the local food banks. For 

those people who have the least, this is critical. I think at St Michael’s we can really help. From Ted 

From the pictures I think we can safely say that the St Michael’s community have been very generous—thank you! 

And a special thank you for Rev. Collier who stepped in to take the assembly. 

On the last day of term, the children have been experiencing and learning about differ-
ent cultures in our world.  Reception visited Ghana in Africa, Year 1 visiting Brazil, Year 2 
went to Australia and Year 3 visited Spain. Year 4 went to China and Year 5 visited USA/
Canada. Year 6 went to the Mediterranean and focused on Greece and Italy.  
 

The children have learnt about the history and geography of these countries along with 
tasting some food, learning the language and exploring dance and music from these 
cultures.   

Some year groups have been fortunate to be visited by people who know first hand what life is like in 
different parts of the world. 

The kitchen has also enjoyed celebrating the different cultures of the world and have highlighted the origin of the 
different dishes cooked this week. 

A lot of fun has been had today learning about different parts of the world. An important message in the prep as-
sembly was that our differences are what makes our world a special and interesting place to live. 
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Say Hello to Ms Prebble - Year 5 Form Teacher 

Say Hello to Mr Mills – Chair of the Governing Finance Committee  
 

When I was asked to write an article for this newsletter and reflected on the time I have been in-

volved with St Michael’s, I have to admit to being somewhat taken aback. My eldest daughter start-

ed St Michael’s in Pre-Nursery in January 2000. That is almost 22 years ago! 

It wasn’t too long after joining St Michael’s that my wife and I were helping out at Summer Fun 

Days, Christmas Bazaars, Christmas Discos and the like. Indeed, my wife became an active member 

of the SMSA, something I managed to avoid until that fateful day when the then Bursar discovered I 

was an accountant. Well, before you could say “double entry bookkeeping” I found myself as Treas-

urer of the SMSA, a position I held until 2012, the year before my youngest left St Michael’s.  

In May 2004 I was very honoured to be invited to be a Governor of the school, sitting on the Finance Committee of 

which I am Chair, and the Buildings Committee. Between 2009 and 2011 I was Chair of Governors and then remained 

in the post as Vice Chair until 2017. 

When I am not working, I enjoy spending time gardening and I have recently taken up a new activity in the form of 

Nordic Walking. Both activities ensure that I am in the great outdoors which is where I love to be. 

During my time at St Michael’s, a lot has changed in terms of the investment in the school buildings, equipment and 

facilities provided, but one thing will never change and that is the ethos of the school. When children leave St 

Michael’s to move on to secondary education, they do so as confident well-rounded individuals ready and prepared to 

take on the challenges of the next step of their educational journey.  

Ms Prebble joined St Michael’s this term as one of our Year 5 form teachers working alongside 
Mrs Lawler. We asked her to tell us a little bit about herself: 

“I am absolutely loving my new role here at St Michael’s. I get to teach a variety of lessons includ-
ing: Maths, English, Computing, History, Geography, Construction and PSHE.  

Before coming to St Michael’s, I worked for two years at Normanhurst Independent school in 
North Chingford where I was the Year 3 teacher and Humanities Coordinator.  

I chose to become a teacher because I loved my school years and therefore I hope my experience 
will encourage children to embrace learning. 

Since starting St Michael’s, I have been made to feel so welcome by both staff and pupils. I feel St Michael’s is special 
because of the way it feels like a huge family and no matter what each day is enjoyable. 

Something you won’t know about me is that I was part of a colour guard team for 11 years, from the 
age of 5, performing with flags, sabres and rifles across Europe. When 
attending University I joined the cheerleading team for 3 years, again per-
forming nationally, becoming national champions in 2017.” My biggest love 
is dolphins, I am absolutely fascinated by them and take any opportunity I 
can to be in the water with them, a lifetime experience. 
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School Notices 

A call to all Parents - Mr Forrest 

 

Do you love your job?   

 

Are you happy to share your professional experiences with 
children? 

 

As you may have noticed from the Date List, the school will be holding a Maths Week in May 2022.   

Unfortunately, Maths is often tarred with the "I've always been rubbish at", or "...but when would you real-
ly use that?" brush.  As part of the week, I am really keen for the children to have an awareness of how 
maths can be, and is, used out in the real world.   

If you feel happy and able to give some of your time to come into school and speak with some classes about 
your job and how Maths is an essential part, please let me know (forrest@stmichaelsschool.co.uk).   

Part of this idea is to broaden the minds of those children who may only associate Maths with a small selec-
tion of careers.  I would therefore love to demonstrate to the children the wide reaches of Maths, so I urge 
those from all career types to be in touch because we do all use Maths all the time; whether it be a carpen-
ter or architect using measurements and scales, a busi-
ness owner calculating their finances; a chef considering 
volumes and quantities; or a designer considering shape 
and space.  

Thank you in advance,   

Mr Forrest , Head of Mathematics  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
November 

T 2nd    F3 Outdoor Education Day  

F 5th    Assembly 1C / 6S / Uniform Shop 

Th 11th  Act of Remembrance 

F 12th   Assembly Mrs Mansfield / 4O 

F 12th  FLU IMMUNISATIONS 

15th-19th   National Bullying Week 

T 16th  F6 Outdoor Education Day  

F 19th   Assembly 2W / 3S  

F 26th   Assembly Mr Mobbs / 3V 

F 26th  SMSA Christmas Bazaar 

  

 

December 

Th 2nd   Soloists Informal Concert 

F 3rd   Assembly Mrs Perry / 5P / Uniform Shop 

M 6th   F1 Crib Service 

T 7th    F2 Crib Serivce 

W 8th   Foundation Stage Christmas Celebration  

Th 9th  Prep Mass  / Christingle (F3-F6  ) 

F 10th  Reception Crib Service 

F 10th  Assembly RS & RW / 6W 

W 15th   Non-Uniform Day / Class Parties 

Th 16th   End of Term!!! 

   

mailto:forrest@stmichaelsschool.co.uk
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SCHOOL NOTICES 


