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MESSAGE FROM  

THE HEADMASTER 

Carols are currently floating around the school from the chapel, where the Senior choir 
are rehearsing. There are twinkling lights in every classroom, excited smiles on the  
childrens’ faces and a sense of anticipation is with us. The understanding of Advent as a 
time to prepare is well-established at St. Michael’s. Obviously, as I talked through in 
assembly, it is not just about presents, parties and plays; but I sense an understanding 
in the children generally that this year, perhaps amplified by their experiences last year, 
is special. 
 

Under the kindly guidance of our Pastoral Lead, Mr Webb, the School Council has met 
and the Head Boy and Head Girl brought their findings to me. As a result we will be 
looking into the suggestions and determining the way forward on the matters raised; 
from uniform to less pepper in soups! Before I was appointed, part of the process was 
‘trial by School Council’, I remember how impressive the pupils were when they  
interviewed me, and I hasten to say that this tradition is very much a strength of our 
School. 
 

With so much accomplished and a great deal still to look forward to, it is hard to focus 
upon highlights here, however the Christmas Bazaar was a particular stand out. From 
the sheer numbers of people supporting the event, to the ground-breaking opportunity 
to have a ride on Santa’s sleigh pulled by Shetland ponies (who made a good  
impression of reindeer), from the personable Father Christmas experience to the  
amazing hampers...too much to detail but enough for you to recall the real buzz that 
there was. A huge thanks to all who were involved in making the event a success and in 
particular to Mrs Foy, Mr Wright and our incredible SMSA.  
 

At the start of term, I had a visit from a collective of Y6 bakers; namely Tia, Grace C, 
Grace F, Francesca, Alice, Millie, Charlotte, Florence, Lexi, Ashleigh and Beatrice who 
wanted to do their own Cake sale, with the strict instruction that ‘no parent was to be 
involved in the baking’ (quote!...I won’t say whom). This will be in aid of the Breast Can-
cer  
Charity, The Pink Ribbon Foundation. After much deliberation, planning, consultation 
and baking there will be treats galore (shortbread, cookies, gingerbread, scones, 
cake...you name it...it will be there) on the last Monday afternoon available for parents 
to buy with their children. 
 

A timely recognition must be made here to all who work at St. Michael’s. Preparing for 
the Christmas events, including Christingle, Pre-Prep Celebration, Crib Service and all of 
the Nativity Plays you may assume is par for the course, on top of all of the academic 
work that continues.  It takes a great deal of preparation from the children and hard 
work from the staff, many of whom who have been off sick and / or covering for other 
people as a result. To have been able to continue with these events, is significant when 
I know that many schools have struggled to. I appreciate all of the parental support  
despite the constraints and I am very grateful to everyone at St. Michael’s who made 
the ‘normal’ possible for us all to appreciate. Thank you! 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas when it comes. a peaceful 
and restful holiday and a cracking New Year.  

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsschool.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelsleighonsea/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvqu6r14_34SkvxwIShEEmQ/
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Inter-House Christmas Card Competition! 

The seasonal festivities have been the inspiration for our latest inter-house competition.  Children 
throughout the school were encouraged to design a Christmas card.  The remit was wide, with children 
being encouraged to consider current affairs, humour, tradition, our school, Christian faith or simply 
what is important to them at Christmas.  A Pre-Prep and Prep winner were selected to represent each 
house before the overall victors (again, one Pre-Prep and one Prep) were chosen.  Well done to  
everyone who participated.  The Heads of Houses hope you all enjoyed creating your masterpieces as 
much as we enjoyed judging them!  

 

Congratulations to our finalists… 

St Cedd: Henry (1F) and Grace (4M) 

St Hilda: Felix (1F) and Percy (3S) 

St Helena: Isabella (1F) and Fran (6S) 

St Edmund: Sophia (1C)  and Rafferty (3S) 

 

Mr Mobbs enjoyed looking at all the fantastic work and picked the overall winners: 

 

  Prep: Rafferty (St Edmund)       Pre-Prep: Henry (St Cedd) 

 

We promised the children they would get their work displayed at the front of the newsletter—so here it is! 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVENORS 

         

Dear Parents 

2021 has been another difficult year and, just as we were thinking that Michaelmas term 

had been relatively "normal", we had to put in place additional precautionary measures so that our 

planned Christmas celebrations could go ahead. As Mr Mobbs pointed out at the Form 1 Crib Service, 

many of us will remember having played the part of a Shepherd / Wise Man / Angel in days gone by, 

proving that these occasions provide life-long memories for children and parents alike. How good it was to 

see the Christmas story acted out with such confidence and enthusiasm! 

With the countdown to the start of our Centenary (in the 2022-23 academic year) now underway, we 

have started to ramp up efforts to plan for the different ways in which we are going to celebrate our 100th 

birthday.  I am delighted that Mrs Petra Bromfield, who has had a long association with the school, 

including several years as Chair of the SMSA, has agreed to take on the role of Chair of the Centenary 

Working Group. The Group met earlier this term, and work is now ongoing on a number of initiatives, 

including one to re-connect with former pupils, parents and staff of St. Michael's who may have lost touch with 

us over the years. A key aim is for the Chapel to be a focal point of our centenary celebrations, and a 

number of enhancements are being planned with that in mind.  More news on the various initiatives and 

events being planned will follow in due course.  

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. 

Pupil School Council—Mr Webb 

This term the newly formed School Council met with a range of pupils from across the Prep 
department, chaired by Mr Webb and the Head Girl and Boy. An agenda was put together by 
the form reps and then taken to discuss at Council.  

The Council discussed many items from benches to soup to uniform. Issues voted through 
became action points and were then taken to Mr. Mobbs for further consideration and will 
hopefully lead to effective change in the school, driven by pupil voices. 

The existence of a School Council offers the school an excellent experience into democratic 
principles first hand and how our ideas can affect change. 
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       A MESSAGE FROM THE SMSA 

         

A warm ‘Hello’ from the SMSA—St Michael’s School Association 

 

After a busy and productive first term for our school community, we round up the festivities 

with a mince pie and cup of tea in Mr Mobbs’ office, along with other members of staff and 

the dedicated volunteers that form our wonderful SMSA. 

 

The SMSA is an integral part of our school which is run and organised by parents and volunteers from the school community. Our 

aim is to arrange and host activities throughout the school year which provide fun and enjoyment for our children, alongside 

making small profits to plough back into the school. From smaller purchases such as scooters and bikes for the younger children 

to larger investments such as the new library pod. Our intentions are to give back to the children. A friendly and dedicated team 

consisting of two parents from each year group who meet once a month to discuss previous and upcoming events.  

 

This term kicked off wit the “Reception Welcome packs’, a small token for all the new starters. A pack of phonic flashcards and a 

small St Michael’s teddy bear and a warm Hello, Bonjour, Hola and Guten Tag from us as you embark on your St Michael’s 

journey. 

 

We rounded up the year with a flash, bang, sparkle and ‘Ho ho ho’ with our annual 

Christmas Bazaar. A hive of activities, from Christmas crafts, to Santa visits, festive 

balloons decorated in the hall and the smell of mulled wine wafting through the 

crisp November air. The children crafted, ate, bought, sang, coloured, glittered and 

clippity clopped around the school enjoying every 

minute, making memories to treasure forever. 

Events like these are organised and 

coordinated by our parent helpers. Without people’s time 

and efforts in the run- up and without the support of 

you, the parents, joyous events such as this, would 

not go ahead….So THANK –YOU! 

 

The new year will bring with it something for the adults; a wine tasting event held by our 

local friends at Vin Vero, dicos and parties for the youngest amongst us and Mother’s Day 

stalls where the children can purchase small thoughtful gifts for the special female grown 

ups in their lives.  

 

We are always looking to grow our gang so if you think you have a few minutes to spare and are interested in joining our friendly 

and welcoming team please contact Jeremy or myself. 

 

A huge thank you to Sophie Wood who provided the incredibly generous hampers for our raffle and Vicky Hazell for donating 

colourful and festive balloons all for our Christmas Bazaar. 

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year.  

Watch this space for upcoming events! 

 

Jeremy and Amanda xx 
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Charity News  
It’s been a bumper term of activities for a wide range of good causes both local and worldwide. Initiatives that 

have been both led by the children themselves as well as organized by the school.  

Year 6 bakers Tia, Grace C, Grace F, Francesca, Alice, Millie, Charlotte, Florence, Lexi, Ash-
leigh and Beatrice provided pupils with a fabulous display of cakes and biscuits to pur-
chase after school on Monday 13th Dec, all in aid of the Breast Cancer Research Founda-
tion. Well done girls, you worked hard to get everything ready and to bake lots of treats. 
You raised a fantastic £220—great initiative! 

        THE PINK RIBBON BAKE SALE  

Christingle 

Christingle, a front runner for the most treasured event of the St 

Michael’s calendar, took place on Thursday 9th Dec at St Margaret’s 

Church. It was made all the more special as we missed it so much last 

year due to the lockdown. 

Beautiful music and song once again filled the air whilst the visual impact of the children  

holding their Christingle candles never fails to move. The School chose the Children’s Society 

as our charity for the event  with all donations gratefully  received. 
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Gold Geese Christmas Grotto 

With Christmas fast approaching, Gold Geese wanted to let you know about their upcoming 
fundraising festivities and are delighted to announce the return of the ever- popular Gold 
Geese Santa's Grotto! The Grotto is located at the 'Hatch' in Old Leigh, and will be open to 
the general public in the lead up to Christmas. Tickets are on sale and all profits go directly to 
supporting local children with a cancer diagnosis.  

 
Gold Geese Christmas Grotto @ 'The Hatch' in Old Leigh 
 
 Tickets include a meet and greet with Santa, a photo opportunity and a gift to take 
home! 
 
 Tickets prices are x1 ticket £8 / x2 tickets £15 / x3 tickets £20 / x4 tickets £25 and 
can be accessed via the Gold Geese Facebook page. 
 
HO HO Hope you can join us! 
  

 

                    LOTTIE’S ACT OF KINDNESS  
 Lottie (3V) delivered 60 chocolate advent calendars to the children from 
‘Welcome 2 the UK’ (welcome2theuk.com). Lottie is very aware of how   
fortunate she is to be born in the UK and how some children need to leave 
their home country’s very quickly, with very little personal belongings. 
Lottie wanted to give them all a little Christmas gift to make them happy 
and show them they are welcome. 
 
In the picture, Lottie is singing a traditional Albanian song with the children 
she met.  
 
Well done Lottie! 
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              Children in Need 

 

 

                    ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  
The pupils of St Michael’s raised yet another £740 this term, with 

their purchases of poppies and other poppy merchandise that our 

year 6 band of volunteers did a sterling job of selling at the beginning 

and end of school. Well done everyone! 

We also had our own remembrance service and a wonderful  

display of poppies outside the school to support the Leigh poppy 

trail, celebrating 100 years of the Royal British Legion.  Our Year 

1 and 2 Lego Club also produced a wonderful display in our    

Reception area. 

 

An amazing £39 million was raised for Children in Need this year. 

St Michael’s gave pupils the option to purchase and wear Pudsey ears and   

badges on the day and just with these small purchases a total of  £732 was 

raised! It’s a great lesson of the age-old ‘what can just little ol’ me do to 

make a difference’, well if we all do something however small like buy a 

pair of Pudsey ears, we can make a big difference. 
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                                      ART NEWS 

Mrs Hankey’s Half Term Art Competition 

Mrs Hankey set the 
task of designing a 
colourful new picture 
to replace the one 

attached to the Nursery Gate entrance. 
It could be anything that pupils felt  
represented the school and would afford 
a warm welcome to all the pre-prep  
children that enter the gate in the  
morning.  

As ever, the standard was high with 
some excellent work sent in. Mr Mobbs 
had the final say and chose Poppy’s  
entry as he felt it was not only very  
colourful but the words she used to  
describe St Michael’s were spot on.  

Well done Poppy and to everyone that 
entered their work into the competition. 
A brilliant effort.  

Year 6 -  Music Teacher Portraits 

In Art, Form 6 have made fantastic progress 
with their portrait skills this term. They have 
been drawing their music teachers, here are a 
few snippets of their finished pieces… 

Drawings will also appear in the Leigh Times this 
month! 

And hot off the press, here is the finished      
display….. 
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           Music News—Miss Tucker 

 
We have had an exciting second half term in the Music Department.  Building on the performances 
that took place in school during the first half term we have been able to perform in public for the 
first time in two years! 

 
The Senior Choir participated in St. Margaret’s Remembrance Sunday Service singing two 
thought provoking songs, Let There Be Peace On Earth and We Will Remember Them, as well as a 
story telling song  (Wartime Memories) describing a war-time family.  The children rose to the 
occasion in true St. Michael’s style and performed with sensitivity and energy.  
 
 

The Training Choir were very excited to have the opportunity to perform at St. Michael’s       
Christmas Bazaar.  They worked hard to prepare a number of well known Christmas songs which 
they performed with confidence and enthusiasm.  We were delighted to have an audience who 
were willing to join in and start the season of Christmas with such joy.  After the performance, one     
excited pupil said, ‘We had at least 500 people watching us!’  This may have been an exaggeration 
but after so many months of only being able to perform to a video camera this was the effect    
performing to a live audience had on our children. 

 
After having to miss out last year the Prep Department worked really hard to 
learn to sing their songs and readings for our first live Christingle in two years. 
With two year groups never having experienced this event it was always going to 
be a challenge.  After several weeks of practice the children’s confidence started 
to grow culminating in a moving service with some beautiful and joyous           
performances.  The Senior Orchestra and Senior Choir had both worked hard to 
prepare their music too, the Senior Orchestra giving their first performance of the 
year with enthusiasm and the Senior Choir delighting the congregation singing 
their two-part songs of which Somewhere In My Memory was a real favourite.  
 

All the pupils in Nursery, Reception, Forms 1 and 2 have also 
worked hard this half term to prepare their songs for their   
Christmas Celebrations and the Crib Services. They sung with an 
amazing amount of confidence and energy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We were also able to hold our second Informal Concert of the term for  
instrumentalists in Forms 3, 4 and 6 who had been selected by their teachers 
for having made significant progress throughout the term.  19 pupils took part 
in this concert in our School Chapel. All the children  enjoyed having the  
opportunity to perform in such a friendly atmosphere created by their peers 
and the audience. 
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     Music News cont…. 

 
The Christmas Showcase finished the Michaelmas Term. At last, an opportunity for those pupils who have shown 
real commitment to developing their instrumental and ensemble playing skills throughout the term. Both the Junior 
Choir and the Training Choir also took part in this concert that demonstrated that music at St. Michael’s is alive and 
well.  The children have the passion and the energy to develop their skills, we just hope that, in these uncertain 
times, we are able to continue building on the fantastic work that has taken place this term. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to all the children for your musical efforts this term. It has been a pleasure to see the joy and excitement 
in your faces, and through your performances, at being able to perform to a live audience.   
 
A big thank also to Mrs Matthews, Mrs Daye and all of the Instrumental Teachers for their support and                    
encouragement helping to bring live music back to school, and to Mr Forrest and Mr Webb for helping to set up and 
pack away the orchestra rehearsals. 
 
Finally a reminder that your child’s weekly lesson comments, are all on your child’s google classroom under their 
teachers name and by the end of term there will be short overall progress report for you to read.  
 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas. 
 
Miss Tucker 
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                            SPORTS NEWS   

 
Written by Louis (6S)  
 
On the 24th of November the Year 6 Dodgeball team went to Garrons to       
compete in the SPSSA Borough Dodgeball tournament.  
 
When we got there we were all very nervous because it was our first ever 
Dodgeball tournament. There were 12 schools competing and 3 groups and we 
were in group C. Our group included West Leigh, Sacred Heart and Earls Hall. 
Our group was one of the hardest groups there  
 
Results are as follows: 
St. Michaels 1 - 2 Earls Hall 
St. Michaels 2 - 0 Sacred Heart  
St. Michaels 1 - 2 West Leigh 
 
It was very close but we got into the super 8s. Sadly we did not do as well as we hoped, losing 2-1 to Our Lady 
of Lourdes. 

 

St Michael's have thoroughly enjoyed  
taking part in competitive sport against 
other schools again this term. 

The boys football team have had some great successes, firstly representing 
Southend Borough at the Essex football tournament, then finishing 2nd at 
the Southend Emerging Schools football to gain a place in the Borough final 
competition. The boys made it through to the Super 10's (the top 10 in the 
Borough) and were knocked out by Essex Champions Bournes Green. We did 
enjoy a 0-0 exciting game against our neighbours West Leigh who went on to 
be Essex Football finalists.  

 

A new sport to St Michael's, Dodgeball has proved very popular in our upper Prep department. The team went into the 
Borough final competition and gained in the Super 8's (the top 8 in the Borough). With some brilliant dodging,  
throwing and catching, we eventually got knocked out of the final stages by the overall Borough Champions,  
Darlinghurst.  

We are looking forward to hosting some friendly competitions in the Lent term with some of our neighbouring schools 
to allow more pupils to participate.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year! 

The Sports Team  
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Have you ever had the situation where you feel like your child is not  

listening and you are continually repeating yourself? 

This was the topic of a staffroom conversation held in 2019 that motivated me to make the topic of listening the focus 

of my Masters in Education dissertation, for which I received a distinction.  

My research investigated the concept of active listening and if you can teach a child to listen. My small-scale study  

concluded that you can, by teaching and reinforcing four easy skills.   

So what do you need to do?  Based on academic research by Jacqui Woodcock and Liz Spooner, four easy steps need to 

be taught and should be expected for every conversation.  

These skills are: 

1. Eye contact - get your child to look at you when you are speaking to them. You may have to get down to your child’s 

level to help facilitate this. 

2. Listen to all the words - encourage your child to concentrate on all the words being spoken. 

3. Stay still - wandering around prevents your child from focusing on the words being spoken. 

4. Stay Quiet – get your child to be quiet and focus on the speaking. 

 

Spooner, L & Woodcock, J (2013) Teaching Children to Listen: A practical approach to developing children's listening skills 

With thanks to 4M last year, I tested the listening ability of my class both before and after teaching these skills. My 

quantitative study found that the listening ability of children improved after implementing the concepts. Other teachers 

did the same and reported improvements in the listening ability of their classes. 

At St. Michael’s School, we have now adopted this approach across the school to encourage children to be better  

listeners and, it is hoped, better learners. 

Active listening is proven to be a successful tool to improve a child’s listening skills.  The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 

also believe in the approach and that is why, when they talk to their children, they are seen at eye-level with them to 

ensure eye contact is maintained. They once famously did this on the balcony at Buckingham Palace, but William was 

told off by the Queen for bending down at a Royal event.  

Why don’t you give this approach a go with your own child when trying out the four skills? You might be surprised by 

the results! 

Mrs Matthews 

Head of Humanities / Form 4 Teacher     

Teacher Focus - Great Listening Skills!   
Mrs Matthews 
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Mrs Manley - Nursery Nurse 

Mr MacLeod  - Building and Finance Committees 
 

Fraser joined the governing body in 2021 and serves on the Buildings and Finance Committees. 

Fraser graduated from the University of Westminster in Business Management and runs his own 
accountancy and payroll company, He also has over 10 years of experience in investment  
banking, financial services, telecommunications and banking. He is currently working for  
Thomson Reuters to provide cost savings to the organisation and enable a better agile and  
collaborative workforce.  During his career, he has also delivered cost savings for many organisations including the 
Royal Bank of Scotland, Balfour Beatty, Deutsche Bank and Lloyds Banking Group. 

In his spare time, Fraser enjoys being a Special Constable with Essex Police and has achieved the rank of Inspector 

leading a team of other volunteer police officers in the Chelmsford & Maldon district.  Until recently, he was also a 

school governor with Mayflower High School in Billericay where he sat on the Premises and Finance Committees.  

Fraser decided to step down after relocating to Leigh on Sea with his family. 

I’ve been working in the Nursery at St Michael’s since September this year, although I have 
been at the school longer than that as a Midday Assistant and Housekeeper with Trudy.  I 
have loved both jobs but especially love working in the nursery.  The Early Years staff at St 
Michael’s are wonderful with the children and strike the right balance between nurturing 
and structure to prepare them for school.  My two children are at the school too so I get to 
peep out of the window sometimes and see them playing, which is beautiful.  I work with a lovely team of girls and 
now that I’ve seen them in action I’m incredibly grateful it was these same women who introduced my boys into their 
fabulous start at St Michael’s.   

I am a qualified Level 2 Nursery Nurse and very close to achieving my Level 3 Early Years 
Educator qualification in the next couple of months.  I have always worked in Banking and 
Shipping before now but gave up work to raise a family, once they started school I decided 
to train to do something I really wanted to do instead and here I am! 

In my own time I am a real home bird, not very exciting but I really 
love my home and cooking for family and friends.  I also love a holi-
day and in particular have a real fascination with Greece, my husband 
and I lived in Athens for a couple of years pre children and we go back 
and visit our friends as often as we can.   

Say hello to…. 
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School Notices /  

Note from Nurse Amy -  Vomiting Bugs 

The symptoms of diarrhea and vomiting are very 
common in children, often being caused by a 
bacteria or virus which should stop within a few 
days. As we are now in the winter season when 
gastroenteritis (vomiting bug) is very common I 
just wanted to remind all parents that if your 
child experiences these symptoms they should 
isolate from school until 48 hours post the last 
episode of diarrhea or vomiting. This infection 
can spread very quickly so your assistance in relation to this is much 
appreciated.  

If your child is unwell with either of these symptoms it is advised 
that they should have plenty of rest, drink fluids such as water or 
squash (taking small sips if feeling nauseous), consume food when 
they feel able to and take paracetamol if they experience any  
discomfort. If concerned regarding your child please seek support 
from either a pharmacist, 111 or medical health services as  
appropriate.  

If you have any concerns in relation to your child’s emotional or 
physical needs please do feel free to contact me either via the  
reception desk or emailing noakes@stmichaelsschool.co.uk. 

I wish you a very happy and safe Christmas with your families. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
January 

W 5th   School begins and all clubs (incl. music 

   lessons)  

F 14th   F5 Parents meeting  - IOW Trip 

T 18th  SMSA Committee Meeting 

Th 20th   F6 Young Voices—O2 

F 21st   SPSSA F3 & F4 Football  

F 21st   F6 Parents meeting—France Trip 

W/C 24th    Nursery—F6 Parents Evenings 

W 26th   SPSSA F3 - F6 Athletics  

 

February 

W 2nd   Prep Candlemas 

   SPSSA KS1 Football 

Th 3rd  Pre-Pre Candlemas 

F 4th     School Council Meeting 

Th 10th   F4 Informal Concert  

14th—18th   Half Term    

T 22nd  SMSA Committee Meeting 

F 25th  SPSSA Creative Dance Festival 

S 26th   SMSA Parties / Disco (TBC) 

   

 

mailto:noakes@stmichaelsschool.co.uk
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CRIB SERVICES / CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 
WE CAN’T LET THIS NEWSLETTER END WITHOUT A FEW MAGICAL PHOTOS FROM 

THE CRIB SERVICES & CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
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CHRISTMAS JUMPERS CONT... 


